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writers to yield ' the greatest profit'x. As early as 1592
Bacon observed that " the good yields of corn which have
been . . . hath of late time invited and enticed men to
break up more ground, and to convert it to tillage, than all
the penal laws for that purpose made and enacted could ever
by compulsion effect " \
Factors in- The progress of enclosures depended upon a variety of
flE5«h* factors3: but the main influences af£ecting the course of the
gressofen- movement may be distinguished as geological, economic, and
psychological 4. The nature of the soil was an important,
though not necessarily a decisive, factor in determining the
use made of it: the open-field system was less suited to light
and sandy soils, and it tended to survive longest on chalk
lands 5. Proximity to urban markets brought into operation
commercial forces: where villages were situated in the
neighbourhood of towns, the demand for food would stimulate
improved methods of cultivation. While geological and
economic conditions thus played their part, the process of
enclosures was also largely dependent upon psychology or
tradition. The English agriculturalist, down to the late
eighteenth century at any rate, did not respond readily to the
promptings of self-interest nor was he actuated purely by
the motive of profit. A surveyor might advise tenants that
enclosure was ' the most beneficial course ' they could take6,
but the counsel often fell on deaf ears. The average value of
arable land on the Crown estates in Northamptonshire in
the middle of the seventeenth century was 43. 6d. an acre,
and that of pasture was 143. 6d. 7 ; in other words, pasture
1 Blith, The English Improver (1649), 72.
*	The Letters and the Life of Francis Bacon (ed. Spedding), i. 158.
8 Among the counties deeply affected in the period under survey were
Derby, Durham, Hunts, Leicester, Norfolk, Northampton, Notts, Rutland
and Warwick. Many counties were already much enclosed, e.g. Cheshire,
Devon, Essex, Hereford, Hertford, Kent, Shropshire, Suifolk, etc.: Conner,
Common Land and Indosure, 124-125, 179 ; Ernie, English Farming Past
and Present, 163-164. See also supra, vol. i. 184, note i.
4 Conner, Common Land and Indosure, 115 seq., 203 seq.\ Lennard,
Rural Northamptonshire under the Commonwealth, pp. vii, 129-130.
6	Conner,  Common Land and Inclosure, 235, 257;   Ernie, English
Farming Past and Present, 166-167.
*	Norden, The Surveyors Dialogue (1607), 97.
7	Lennard, Rural Northamptonshire under the Commonwealth, 119.   For
other examples of the difference in value between enclosed and unenclosed
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